
Geography Unit A2! Lesson 3!                                                                                                                           
Name:_________________________! Date:______________________________                                       

!!!!!!
Climate change is one of the most important issues of our time. It has become not only 
a scientific study, but also a political issue, the subject of Hollywood films, and a 
constant source of debate.  !
Sometimes, it can be hard to sort the biases and misconceptions about climate 
change from the real facts. There are many impacts of climate change on the physical 
environment and human settlements that it is important for us to understand. !
Before we begin... 
“I had this idea, the most powerful issue of our time, was the interaction of humans and nature.” - James Balog !
Climate change is one of the biggest issues we as a society face, and many scientists 
believe we have now gone too far over the brink to preserve our planet in its current 
state. However, many politicians have argued that climate change (or, as is used to 
be called, “global warming”) is a made-up issue. !
What do you believe about climate change? Use the mind map below to brainstorm 
your ideas. !! !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

My thoughts on climate 
change before the unit

Do I believe it?

What can we do about 
it?

What do I know 
about it?

Geo Unit A2 Lesson 3: Human Impacts 



Geography Unit A2! Lesson 3!                                                                                                                           
Name:_________________________! Date:______________________________                                       

Human Impact Scenarios: !
Human impacts on the environment don’t end with climate change. Choose one of the 
scenarios below and complete the organizer. You will be sharing your organizer with 2 
partners at the end of class.  !
You may use technology and classroom resources (including textbooks) to complete your 
organizer. Website links can be found on our class website. Make sure to summarize. !
Scenarios: 
1) Water pollution from a local farm destroys ecosystem by dumping pesticides into river. 
2) The need for more housing causes local farmland to be built upon, limiting food. 
3) Factory farms require space for cattle; deforestation of local rainforest begins. 
4) The need for water for a local community causes streams to be drained, causing 

desertification. 
5) Air pollution from vehicles creates smog warnings in a city. 
6) Noise and light pollution disrupt the migratory pattern of birds. !
!
Scenario Number: _____ 

Key Ideas/ Vocab: Potential Solution

Real Life Example !!!!!!
Human Impact (Describe) !!!!!!!!!!!

Effects on Environment !!!!!!


